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The Colorado Watershed Approach

Instead of the traditional statewide approach in

addressing priority resource issues like soil erosion,

water quality, grazing lands, wildlife, and animal waste,
NRCS looks to Colorado’s ten watersheds to identify their
particular local resource needs and priorities.

Watershed work groups meet annually to determine which
natural resource concerns are most prevalent in their communities.

In turn, Colorado NRCS focuses its resources on
addressing those concerns. Colorado’s local
conservation districts provide leadership in this effort to
foster increased decision making at the local level.

High Priority Resource Concerns in the
Lower South Platte River Watershed

e Water Quantity

* Rangeland Health
e Water Quality

» Erosion

* Invasive Species

It includes all of Logan, Morgan, Phillips, and Sedgwick Counties, as well as a por-
tion of eastern Weld County. NRCS natural resource specialists are staffed at

the Fort Morgan, Holyoke, Julesburg, and Sterling USDA Field Service Centers to
provide assistance to watershed residents.
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2008 Farm Bill

FY 2008 EQIP Contract Funding in the Lower South Platte Watershed
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Program Activities

The Environmental Quality

Incentives Program (EQIP) was Natural Resource Applications | Applications Acres $ Amount
reauthorized in the Farm Bill to Concerns Received Contracted Treated Approved
provide afvolfuntary condservatr:on Water Quality/Quanity 82 13 585 | $1665517
program 10T Tarmers and ranchets = yemagm 7 2 37,616 $639,679
that promotes agricultural production A
and environmental quality. io!' M?C’Vt' t 16 13 3,658 $165477
nima asee 2 2 105 $153,163
. . . : Management
EQIP provides financial and techni- _—
> e o Wildlife 4 3 32 $30,643
cal help to assist eligible participants pym— o m e 62605
install or implement structural and gro Forestry '
management conservation practices Al 1 0 0 $0
on eligible agricultural land. EQIP GSwW 1 0 0 $0
may provide cost-share incentives GSWC 51 44 4,936 $1,565,880
for up to 75 percent of the_ costs of GSW-Outside Hi 3 1 143 $30011
certain conservation practices. Plains
Totals 223 153 52,457 $4,313,194

The Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) offers landowners technical and finan-
cial support to protect, restore, and enhance wetlands on their property.

FY 2008 WRP Statewide Activities

Number of Ap

plications Received

3

Number of Ap

plications Approved

1

Dollar Amount Approved

$435,750

Acres under Contract

1,162

e Fa a R ds Protection P RPP a progra
d elp d € 0 ra e eep e d d( € proviae d O
0 O OIQa atlio e 0 1a and prote 0 DIrog OpP ase CO
e allio ease e oro e ere alnd
008 FRPP ewide A e

County Type | #Projects | Acres | Fed. Share

Saguache Ranch 1 1,575 $765,000
Montezuma | Ranch 1 516 $700,000 i
Weld Farm 1 300 $1,350,000 USDA ISI gl
Total 3 2391 | $2,815,000 Equa

Opportunity
Provider and

The Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) is a voluntary program that Employer,
encourages creation of high quality wildlife habitats that support wildlife popula-

tions of National, State, Tribal, and local significance.

January 2009
FY 2008 WHIP Statewide Activities

45
34
$797,836
3,734

Number of Applications Received
Number of Applications Approved
Dollar Amount Approved

Acres under Contract
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